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FEATURE
CORDED WINDOW FURNISHINGS - RISK MINIMISATION FOR OWNERS

Many investment properties feature blinds, curtains and other window coverings that have cords. Using the
cords, a person can raise, lower, open or close the blinds or curtains. Blind and curtain cords can present a
strangulation hazard to children, as they may become entangled in them while trying to use, play with or play
around window coverings.

Even with raised coverings, children can climb onto window sills or furniture and access the cords. Cords can also
strangle infants sleeping or playing in cots placed near windows where cords are within reach or hanging into
cots. The Competition and Consumer Commission Product Safety Australia website provides the following
statistics;

e 1-2 Australian children die each year after being strangled by blind or curtain cords
e since 2001, there have been at least 15 deaths in Australia
(http://www.productsafety.gov.au/content/index.phtml/item|d/974977)

In response to these risks the mandatory standard for internal blinds, curtains and window fittings (corded
internal window coverings) was declared on 8 July 2010 and applies to relevant blinds, curtains and some fittings
supplied after 30 December 2010. The mandatory standard that deals with the installation services of window
coverings was made on 28 March 2014. This regulation commenced on 1 January 2015. Product Safety Australia
explains the difference between these two regulations as follows:

e The Trade Practices (Consumer Product Safety Standard - Corded Internal Window Coverings) Regulations
2010 (referred to here as the Supply standard) is designed for suppliers of corded internal window
coverings (manufacturers, wholesalers, retailers, importers, etc.).
(http://www.comlaw.gov.au/Details/F2010C00801)
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e The Competition and Consumer (Corded Internal Window Coverings) Safety Standard 2014 is designed for
installers of corded internal window coverings (excluding DIY) who operate in trade or commerce
http://www.comlaw.gov.au/Details/F2014L00363
(http://www.productsafety.gov.au/content/index.phtml/itemld/1010510)

In Queensland all lessors have an obligation in the provisions of the Residential Tenancies and Rooming
Accommodation Act at the start of the tenancy and during the tenancy not to be in breach of a law dealing with
issues about the health or safety of persons using or entering the premises. Section 185 of the RTRA Act
contains these provisions.

(https://www.legislation.qld.gov.au/LEGISLTN/CURRENT/R/ResidTenRAA08.pdf)

Residential Tenancies and Rooming Accommodation Act 2008
Chapter 3 Rights and obligations of parties for residential tenancies
Part 2 General standard of the premises

Section 185 Lessor’s obligations generally

(1) This section does not apply to an agreement if—
(a) the premises are moveable dwelling premises consisting only of the site for the dwelling; and
(b) the tenancy is a long tenancy (moveable dwelling).

(2) At the start of the tenancy, the lessor must ensure—

(a) the premises and inclusions are clean; and

(b) the premises are fit for the tenant to live in; and
(c) the premises and inclusions are in good repair; and
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(3) While the tenancy continues, the lessor-
(a) must maintain the premises in a way that the premises remain fit for the tenant to live in; and
'b) must maintain the premises and inclusions in good repair; and
(c) must ensure any law dealing with issues about the health or safety of persons using or entering the

dJ i the premises include a common area—must keep the area clean.
Note— See section 217 for the tenant’s obligations to notify the lessor about damage to premises and
the need for repairs.

Lessors also have a "duty of care" to mitigate the likelihood of injury at their property. In response to these
mandatory standards, RTRA Act obligations and a lessor's duty of care, it is recommended owners implement a
strategy to demonstrate they have met these obligations.

Many specialist companies offer affordable solutions for owners to make sure all existing corded window
furnishings in their property meet these standards. They will inspect the property, provide a compliance report
and should complete the following work:

Check all window coverings to ensure they meet new legislative requirements.

Attach safety / warning stickers to cords as required.

Attach child safety units and cord guides.

Measure and cut cords and re-join to comply with the legislation.

Attach metal safety join connectors as required.

If they cannot make the property compliant they should arrange an appropriate quote and provide
this to the property manager.
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Generally, this can be arranged as a one off service, for approximately $100 or the service can be combined in a
package incorporating smoke alarm compliance and safety switch compliance for approximately $150*.

Owning an investment property is exactly that, it is an investment and carries some element of risk. By engaging
an independent contractor, to take responsibility for ensuring your property meets these safety standards, goes




image4.png
Want to use this content for your lessor newsletter this month? You are most welcome — simply ensure the source is
attributed and that it is reproduced without alteration. All statements are believed to be true and accurate at the time of
publication, but cannot be guaranteed and no liability will be accepted for any error or omission.






 


 




   

